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p perennial favorites

New Perennials for 2014

t's late December as [ write
this and yet, this winter has
been so bitterly cold and
Liarsh, il seems like spring
should oe just around the corner.
Firgers crossed, we'll be out planting
garlier than ever this season. Happily, it
toaks like there will be a lot of great new
plants coming out in 2014, Here are
some I'.'F'E tE.'IE new FHTE‘]’ITI.'i-H]E FUI" TIUH.'I'IL'rT'I
gardeners that caught my eye.

Andropogon gerardii

‘Rain Dance' PPAF

Cold-climate gardeners so often have to
pass on some of the most striking orna-
mental grasses (think Japanese hload
grass) because they just can't survive
here. So Lcan't wait to try Rain Dance’
big bluestem from Santa Rosa Gardens,
Dark green, red-tipped foliage takes on a
purple hue in late summer before turning
bright red in the fall. Small, red flowers
on red stems make this plan: even more
interesting, Grows to 6 feet tall and 3 to 4
feet wide, Full sun. USDA Zane 3

Heuchera 'Inheuredfu’ Dolce®
Cinnamon Curls™

Every time [ swear off coral bells for
heaving out of the soil ar being a favorite
snack for rabbits, along comes a new cul
tivar that makes me try it just one more
time. The new Cinnameon Curls from
Proven Winners® is this season's
temptress, [ love the foliage with its pret-
ty, ruftled edpes and warm orange-red
color, Plants grow about 8 to 12 inches
tall, Pull sun to part shade. Zone 1.

Delphinium 'Dwarf Stars’

| struggle to keep delphiniums going in
my gardens, but I'm not ready to stop
trying, ‘Dwarf Stars’, a new hybnd fram
Walters Gardens Inc,, looks interesting
because plants grow te just 2% feet tall
on sturdy stems, making them much
more workable in all parts of the garden
rather than just in the back where tall
p]-.a'ntE usually go. Part of the New
Millennium™ series, these dwarf peren-
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nials have a bushy habit with multical-
ored blooms in blue, lilag, purple, pink,
mauve and cream. Full sun to part
shade. Zone 3.

Hibiscus ‘Cherry Cheesecake’ PPAF

1 really like the trapical look that hardy
hibiscus add te my summer gardens, so
I'm a sucker for them whether they're
new orF tried-and-true. Cherry
Cheesecake, the newest variety in
Proven Winners' Summerific™ series,
nffers dazzling 7- to B-inch blooms in
light pink with red centers, And because
Flower buds form all along the stens,
there's no worry about plants looking
gangly. Grows 4 to 5 feet tall and wide.
Full sun. Zone 4.

Rosa ‘Meickinava' BougainFeelYa

Silly plant names bug me sometimes,
But this silly plant name feels right
because Conard-Pyle's Look-A-Lile®
SBrES i .'I” ﬂi'ﬂ']'llr roses I'I'l.al 'F‘]ﬂ: L'I'IF eye.
In this case, dark ved, five-petal blooms
lock a lot like bougainvillea, Though this
rose 15 not a climber, flowers form con-
tinuously throughout the season and are
fullowed by Lright red hips in the fall, 1ts
rust and mildew resistance s said to be
pood, toc. It prows 4 feet tall and wide,
Full sun. Be aware that it @s rated for
Zone 5, so plant with caution,
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Conard-Pyie BougainFeelra

Sedum ‘Touchdown Teak” PPAF

This striking sedum was introduced in a
limized way last year but will he widsly
available this season, go ['m calling it a
new perennial for 2004, Part of Terra
Mova Nurseries Touchdown™ series, this
sedum 15 avigorous grower with unusual
red stems and red-brown foliage that
loaks almost purple. Grows to 8 inches
tall and 11 inches wide. Dmug]:! el e
ant. Full sun. Zone 4.

ﬁr.'ptls:lq' Blue Towers

Baptisia ‘Blue Towers' PPAF

Palse indigo zlways feels like a garden
miracle to me. Rising from nothing but a
bare spal on the ground every spring,
these shrublike beauties look preat with
or without blamms all season long, 'Blue
Towers’, a new introduction fromePlant
Delights Mursery, is noteworthy for
being shorter and sturdier than other
varieties, so it won't get floppy even
wien fall approaches, Drocght tolerant,
Full sun. Zone 3,

Meleal Mapnard is a Minneapolis-based
writer and Master Gardener. Follow her
gardening blog at
wineverydaygardener.com.
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